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We used the thoughts of The Industry
Standard editor-in-chief, Jonathan Weber, as
our "Ties to a Broader Network" for two
reasons. First, he provides interesting insight
into a web-based business; the second reason
is this is the last print version of Ties
Magazine. Our next issue (November/
December) will be published only on the
web. Mr. Weber’s reflections on making that
transition are germane to our situation. We
are confident you will adapt to reading Ties
online more quickly and more enthusi-
astically than WebVan users did to ordering
groceries online. Ties mission is to provide
teachers insight into incorporating hands-on
design and problem solving into their
classrooms. Publishing on the web allows us
to reach more teachers. See page seven
for details.

While it wasn’t intentional, invention
and innovation seem to be the theme for
most of our articles this month. Jonathan
Weber started us out, followed by Ed Sobey,
creator of the Kids Inventing Robots
program. His robotics summer camp for
middle school children drew rave reviews
from the participants and their parents.
Long-time readers may remember Dr. Sobey’s
"Idea Factory" article (Ties, Nov./Dec. 1996).
The West Point Bicentennial Engineering
Design Contest is a marvelous way for you to
engage your students in design and it
certainly is an innovative program. Colonel
Stephen Ressler, his brother Colonel Eugene
Ressler and Major Steven Schweitzer have
created the first entirely web-based
engineering design contest. Steve Schwitzer
is also the first contributor to our newest
feature, the Pro/DESKTOP Tips section. Ties
introduced you to this extraordinary 3-D
design program in our May 2001 issue.

Ever wonder about the design behind the
latest crop of running shoes? Rosemarie
Connelly provides insight into that process
in her piece on technology and sports shoes.
Pat Hutchinson created a design brief for
Rosemarie’s article.

Our final story gives Jim O’'Hearn a
chance to brag a little. He has a successful
and growing middle school television
curriculum. Jim thinks television production
is an ideal vehicle for students to learn
teamwork and responsibility.

While you're thinking about it, please
log onto the Ties Magazine web site
(www.intrasun.tcnj.edu) and give us your
email address. We'll use it to remind you
when the next issue of Ties Magazine is
available on the web.
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Looking for

an extraordinary
design experience
for your students?
The West Point
Engineering
Design Contest

is it.
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Kids Inventing Robots
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Who knew learning could be such fun? The
middle school kids in this robotics summer

camp had a great time and learned a lot.

Bridge Building Contest
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West Point will celebrate its 200th

anniversary in November by hosting an
extraordinary design contest.

Sports Shoe Technology
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What makes a running shoe perfect for you?

Materials, research and design.

Middle School TV

28

september 2001

Teamwork, and individual responsibility are

the hallmarks of competent TV production

crews, whether they are your local network

affiliates or your local middle school.
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